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What drove U.S. Catholics in their arduous quest, full of twists and turns over more than a
century, to win an American saint? The absence of American names in the canon of the saints
had left many of the faithful feeling spiritually unmoored. But while canonization may be
fundamentally about holiness, it is never only about holiness, reveals Kathleen Sprows
Cummings in this panoramic, passionate chronicle of American sanctity. Catholics had another
reason for petitioning the Vatican to acknowledge an American holy hero.A home-grown saint
would serve as a mediator between heaven and earth, yes, but also between Catholicism and
American culture. Throughout much of U.S. history, the making of a saint was also about the
ways in which the members of a minority religious group defined, defended, and celebrated their
identities as Americans. Their fascinatingly diverse causes for canonization—from Kateri
Tekakwitha and Elizabeth Ann Seton to many others that are failed, forgotten, or still under way—
represented evolving national values as Catholics made themselves at home. Cummings's
vision of American sanctity shows just how much Catholics had at stake in cultivating devotion to
men and women perched at the nexus of holiness and American history—until they finally felt
little need to prove that they belonged.
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Cercis, “Rigorous and Scholarly Research About American Saints. “A Saint of Our Own: How the
Quest for a Holy Hero Helped Catholics Become Americans” is a scholarly and fascinating work
by Kathleen Sprows Cummings. The author’s scholarship shines through her writing as does the
overwhelming amount of research invested in this work.“A Saint of Our Own” is a work of non-
fiction not intended for recreational reading because of the subject matter and Cummings’
organization of information. However, because of its organization, do not buy this book strictly for
reference. Purchase the book, place it with like books such as those about holy beings, and dip
into it every-so-often for facts or enlightenment.The author hypothesizes that Americans needed
a saint of their own to feel of worth to the Vatican hierarchy, and equal with Catholics in countries
from which they immigrated. Cummings repeats this premise that immigrants feel unworthy in
an oppressive manner. She uses that assumption to validate men and women whose sponsors
could not complete the path to canonization. The history of these good, holy men and women
parallel the history of the U.S.Readers need to look elsewhere than this volume for the
biographies of American saints for Cummings writes about them as though the reader was
intimately acquainted with them. This reviewer, a Roman Catholic, received an Advanced
Reading Copy (ARC) of this book and decided to review it, believing that she had an above-
average knowledge of American saints. The reviewer also thought that she possessed a
reasonable grasp of the Roman Catholic canonization process. Reading “A Saint of Our Own”
was not only enlightening but thoroughly educational. Knowledgeable Roman Catholics might
like the scholarship and depth of this book, but others would have a troublesome grasp of the
information presented. Further research outside of “A Saint of Our Own” might be necessary.
Have American saints helped American Catholics, especially those of the first and second
generation, feel closer and “more” American? This reviewer, second-generation Polish, leaves
“A Saint of Our Own”  believing it is up to individual Catholics to answer that question.”

Jane E Pitz, “A Book for our times. A superbly researched and written book! It’s not for the faint-
hearted in its scope of saints, American Catholicism, Roman postulators and the labrynith of the
canonization process. Kathleen Cummings has delved into the heart of American Catholicism
and the mammoth desire to produce a “saint of our own”— to claim our “holy hero”. The
painstaking process of saint-making is spelled out in detail and the book is organized in
chapters that take the reader back and forth in time, meeting with all the players involved, from
saints and bishops, priests, popes and superiors of religious communities.What becomes clear
in the telling is that our changing times effect the process and the interest in a particular woman/
man proffered for canonization. This marking of why and who should be marked to be the “holy
hero” is a fascinating and healthy look at the church. As Cummings puts it: “The causes for
canonization … can serve, as those of the past have done, as valuable interpretive tools.”If the
reader turns to the Acknowledgements there is ample proof of the research of this book.



Kathleen Cummings has not left a stone unturned and we’re the beneficiaries of her exactitude
and labor.”

Steven Brady, “Great Insights, Great Read. This is truly an exceptional book, as well as being a
pleasure to read. It provides the reader with detailed, thoroughly-researched and –documented
insights into “saint making” and the politics of canonization. But it provides much more than that,
since Professor Cummings is concerned primarily with the connection between sainthood and
the way in which American Catholics defined themselves as American. For the “immigrant
church,” this was a very significant matter indeed.As Cummings notes, “Canonization may be
fundamentally about holiness, but it is never only about holiness.” Her treatment of the process
—the “politics”—of canonization is one of the most interesting aspects of the book. I was
especially surprised, and fascinated, to read about the role of gender politics in the process, as
well as about the related decision of certain orders to redirect their energies and resources
AWAY FROM causes of canonization.Although this is not my subfield, I strongly suspect that “A
Saint of Our Own” makes a significant contribution to the scholarship. As someone interested in
American Catholic history, I know for certain that this is a fascinating and readable book.Very
highly recommended.”

The book by Kathleen Sprows Cummings has a rating of 5 out of 4.4. 16 people have provided
feedback.
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